Hopewell Township Charter Study Commission

What is on the ballot?

This fall, voters in Hopewell Township will vote on 1) whether to establish a non-partisan
Charter Study Commission and 2) elect its five members, who will serve if the Commission is
approved. Voters will not choose a new form of government in November.

What will the Charter Study Commission do?

The Commission will spend nine months from the date of its election studying the Township’s
current form of government, comparing it to other forms available under State law, and
recommending whether the Township should retain its current structure or adopt a new form of
government. Any proposed change will be brought before the voters in a future election. The
State does not allow the Township Committee to make structural changes on its own.

How independent is the Commission?

The Commission is totally independent of the Township Government. Its structure, operation
and options are governed by the state’s Optional Municipal Charter Law (commonly known as
the Faulkner Act). Current elected officials are not eligible to serve on the Commission.

What are the governance options available to the Commission?

The Commission is generally limited to considering a small number of governance structures
available under State law.

How can I run for election to the Commission?

Any Township registered voter is eligible to run for election. To get on the ballot, they must be
nominated by an official petition signed by at least 100 other registered voters in the Township.
No voter, however, can sign a petition or petitions for more than five candidates. Petitions are
available at the Township clerk’s office and must be filed no later than August 21, 2026.

How can the public provide input to the Commission’s work?

Under State law, the charter commission must hold public hearings and more generally provide
for the widest possible public information and discussion regarding its work.

For more information on the Charter Study and Commission see this report in Mercer Me:

https://mercerme.com/hopewell-township-sends-charter-commission-question-to-november-
ballot/



